The word ‘change’ has been used, re-used, dissected, discussed, and 

debated. Two years ago, it seemed every American was ready for change.

So why now do some of our neighbors, right here in Jasper County, doubt 

change?

The answer is simple.   Losses of employers and industry were not the

 changes we wanted.  Recent layoffs remind our neighbors too much of our 

past.  We must ask our neighbors to stop looking back.  We must ask them, 

once again, to show faith in our leadership.  No more changes forced upon 

us.  The change we need is the change we choose.

We have the opportunity to redefine our communities.  Our Democratic 

elected officials have taken bold steps to attract new employers in the 

industries of the future.

Delegates, I am the right nominee to advance this work.  I ask for your 

precinct votes at this District 41 Nominating Convention.  The time 

is right for the work I am prepared to do-to take our cause to the voters and 

the Iowa House.

My work will be grounded in the basics of good business and leadership.  

We must do all that we can to insure the success of our industries.   Knowing 

our duty is to the people, we can’t play games with their hard-earned

 money.   We must reward employers who provide what they promise.   We 

must hold those who offer false promises accountable.

A leader with foresight and backbone must know when to use one of two 

words; ‘Yes’ and ‘No.  Not every business-person with an architects 

conceptual drawing has our best interests in mind.   On the other hand, we 

cannot afford to waste good prospects.  Those with the ingenuity and 

commitment to growing small business deserve our help.

Respect given is respect earned.  We must demand that workers be treated 

fairly with honest wages for honest work in safe work environments.  Hiring 

and firing practices that simply play games with incentives, benefits, and 

retirements must be banned. 

We must work to secure a diversity of employment opportunities.  We’ve 

learned what can happen to our families when our county is dependent on  

 one major employer.

 I am excited about the opportunity to help attract green industry, such as 

wind energy.   It is the right thing to do.    Jobs are at stake.  And let us 

remember, lives are also at stake.  The winds of Iowa hold promise to 

help make our nation independent of the oil fields of the middle east.  We 

owe it to the brave men and women who defend us, to pursue this 

opportunity.

With the strength of our winds and the bounty of our crops, Iowa is 

becoming the source of New Energy for America.  Jasper County 

can be at the center of the action.  As your Representative, I hope to become 

an energy policy leader.  This is the best way I can work to create jobs and 

strengthen our families.

Every family is unique.  Let me tell you about mine.  I live with my 6 

year old Nephew, his dog named ‘Pup Ruff’, his Mother, and his 

Grandmother.  His Grandfather lives nearby.  Until 2007, when my 

Grandmother ended her battle with cancer, my nephew had the rare and 

valuable experience of growing up in a house with four generations. 

In one-month, my nephew will have his first day of kindergarten.  

What happens in that classroom affects us all.

As our work to improve our economy takes hold, we must make sure 

schools are given their proper place on our list of priorities, right at the top.

As your Representative, I will do all I can to strengthen Iowa’s schools.   I 

believe teachers must have the autonomy to teach beyond the tests.  We 

must develop quality pre-school education for all children, regardless of 

economic status.  School buildings must be considered our most valuable 

facilities.

At the end of each day in the legislature, I will ask myself one question.  

‘Did I take steps to improve the future of Iowa’s families and children?  If I 

can answer ‘yes,’ then it will have been a successful day.

  Delegates, I thank you for the time and effort you have put into this 

process.  As everyone knows, it is the unfortunate loss of our friend and my 

ally, Paul Bell that required this nominating convention. Your efforts truly 

honor his memory.

I wish to thank the other nominees for stepping forward. 

To the Delegates who were with me when I first decided to step forward,

and will be with me as you vote, your faith in my leadership abilities and 

work ethic is humbling.  Thank you.  You ask for nothing more of me than 

to be honest and work hard.  I will deliver.

To the delegates who lean a different direction, again, no looking back.  

We have just over three months, to take our cause to the voters.  Regardless 

of the results, we walk away from this convention, unified and working 

together towards Election Day and beyond.  

To the delegates who may remain undecided, I ask for your support.  I will 

work hard.  I will read and study the bills.  I will properly prepare for debate 

on the floor.  When introducing bills, I will focus on the issues important to 

my constituents.  I will be accessible and accountable.  I will listen to 

everyone, and seek insight.  My decisions will be based on solid judgment, 

and my actions will be free of undue influence and pressure.  I will be a 

leader in service to the people.

Much has been said to the effect that, ‘Dan deserves it.  He’s paid his dues.  

He’s done the work for the party.’  Delegates, as I have told you, I ask for no 

support simply as thanks for a job ‘well done.’  I simply ask that you 

recognize my demonstration of effective campaign and leadership skills. 

This evening, I have shared my legislative priorities: jobs and education.  

Previously, you heard of my commitment to leadership and community. 

 You also heard of my earned respect from my fellow political 

and business leaders.   These experiences have prepared me for the next step.

The time has come for the work I am prepared to do.  

I ask for the opportunity to serve the greater good as your State

Representative.   I respectfully ask for your precinct votes.

